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a load for his vessel. If one day's work gives food enough for three days,
they work onK a third of the time, no matter how much the white man
complains. If they contract malaria or other diseases in the jungle, they
die without care or medicine.
On the plantations these things are beginning to be changed. The
plantations are usually owned and managed by Europeans or Americans
who have a permanent interest in them. On the best and most profitable
plantations the employees are obliged to live in better houses, and take
more care of health and sanitation than tropical people ever thought
of before. Drains are dug, stagnant pools are filled, and other measures
are taken to get rid of mosquitoes and other disease-bearing insects.
Machinery is introduced, and the natives are taught to use it. At first
they are rarely competent for any but the simplest tasks. Little by little,
however, they acquire skill and industry'. Preference 5s given to those
who work regularly, keep their huts neat, obey the health regulations,
and show evidence of willingness and ability to learn the complicated
methods of the white man. The incentives to progress include the desire
to imitate the white man as well as to purchase some of the luxuries
displayed in the company stores.
On the plantations, health is considered of great importance. Hos-
pitals are provided not only for the white man, but also for the natives*
Where the government does not support them, as in Ceylon, they are
often run by private companies, as a matter of economy. The largest
fruit company in tropical America regularly deducts 2 per cent from the
wages of its employees from the highest to the lowest, and uses the money
as a fund to protect the general health. Thus the strength of the natives
is not sapped by disease so much as formerly, and they are better able and
more willing to do hard work.
As the plantations increase in number,, the population grows more
dense, In Java, for instance, they have taken up a considerable part of
the more rugged southern areas which formerly contained few people.
Thus while the plantations provide the opportunity for steady work, they
also make it less easy for people to get a living from wild fruits, nuts, and
game, or even by the cruder forms of tropical agriculture. It therefore
becomes more necessary than before to settle down to steady work, and
of course it is also more profitable to do this now than formerly. It is still
difficult, to be sure, to find tropical people who will work except when
compelled to do so by hunger, but the standards of life arc beginning
to rise. This is bound to happen more and more, for the limited parts
of the tropical zone where wet tropical agriculture is possible offer one
of the largest and richest o£ all fields for the investment of capital and
brains.

